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WE ARE NOT AFRAID!  

 
Friends, 
 
The Economic Justice & Empowerment Program of AFSC in Northeast Ohio is not afraid to speak out, not afraid to take 
risks, and not afraid to try something different. 
 
As fear continues to be used as a foreign and domestic policy club to promote wars abroad, slash Bill of Rights protections 
at home, and encourage people not to think but instead blindly follow political and corporate Òleaders,Ó itÕs critical for 
individuals and groups to speak out and act; to oppose what is wrong and support viable alternatives. 
 
We do that.  WeÕve been doing that.  We continue to do that.  In one way or another, youÕve been a part of that. We need 
your continued support. 
 
Just over the last 6 months: 

¥ We have not been afraid to oppose the illegal, immoral, and costly war and occupation of Iraq.  We 
have been against the war before it began, after it started, through the lies of Òweapons of mass 
destruction,Ó and past the claims that a US military occupation can bring Òdemocracy.Ó We have taken 
our Eyes Wide Open Exhibit to rural and suburban communities in Northern Ohio, organized an anti-
war forum and march in Akron and anti-war trips to New York City and Washington, D.C. 
 

¥ We have not been afraid to speak out against being spied on by the U.S. military for peacefully 
exercising our first amendment free speech and assembly rights.  We f iled Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests to the U.S. government and held a public hearing attended by the press and a 
representative to a U.S. Senate candidate. 
 

¥ We have not been afraid to continue to educate and expose the public to the threats to democracy/self 
determination by corporations and those who believe that corporations should possess Òpolitical rightsÓ 
just like human beings.  We have launched a workshop, Creating Democracy  and expanded our blog, 
www.ohiodemocracy.org. We have alerted citizens to federal legislation shifting power from citizens 
and local communities on the Internet and cable franchising to giant telecommunication corporations 
and recently issued a directory of democratic and cooperative alternatives throughout Ohio to 
corporate controlled and run institutions. 
 

¥ We have not been afraid to maintain our support for the Concerned Citizens of Lake Township 
(CCLT) in their 30-year quest for a safe and permanent cleanup of the Industrial Excess Landfill (IEL) 
in Uniontown.  A just issued independent study of man-made radiation and IEL showed high levels of 
one such radioactive element, confirming what CCLT and AFSC have been saying for years. 

 
We have not been afraid to educate, advocate, and organize for what we believe is just, nonviolent, democratic and 
sustainable change in the face of powerful groups and huge odds.  We do this work because we feel it is important and 
right. 
 
We hope you agree and will support us with as generous a contribution as you can.  We donÕt ask often.  When we do, we 
depend on your support. 
 
Thank you for contributing what you can. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Greg Coleridge 


