
 

Outcomes of Recent Cable Franchise Renewals 
 

Support for PEG Access Services City/State 
Cable Company 

No. of Subscribers 

Year 
Renewed 

Rebuild 
Highlights 

Institutional 
Network 

PEG Access 
Channels 

Cable Company 
Funding for 
PEG Access 

Equipment and 
Facilities Source  Amount

 

Santa Maria & 
Lompoc, CA 

Comcast 

25,000 subscribers 

2002 

860 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild -- to be 

completed within  
24 months. 

Internet capability. 

Interconnection with 
other Comcast 

systems in North 
Santa Barbara County 
and all other systems 

in Cities. 

Comcast to 
provide I-Net 
to link public 
buildings for 
voice, video 

& data. 

I-Net to link 
Cities’ media 

centers to 
each other. 

Comcast to 
provide all 

hardware to 
transmit PEG 
Access and 

I-Net signals. 

Initial:  2 analog 
channels. 

After 24 months: 
4 analog channels. 

Thereafter:  up to 
7 analog channels. 

After digital 
transition, up to 20 
digital channels. 

Channel locations 
may not change 

more than once per 
5 years, unless due 

to must-carry 
requirements. 

Initial Grant:  
$828,000 

Annual Grants:  
$355,000/year for 
12-year franchise 

term (adjusted 
each year per 

local CPI). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Included in funding for 
equipment and 

facilities. 

Free program listings 
in print and electronic 

program guides. 

10 free promotional 
spot insertions per 

week. 

Free annual billstuffer. 

$2,000/access 
channel if re-located. 

Oceanside, CA 

Cox 

50,000 subscribers 

2002 

750+ MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild completed at 

time of renewal. 
Internet capability. 

Fiber links between 
PEG Access center, 
headend and 3 sites. 

Interconnection with 
other systems in City 

to exchange PEG 
Access programming. 

Interconnection with 
City of Vista system to 

exchange Educ. 
Access programming. 

City may use 
portion of the 
“Telecom./ 
Technology 
Grants” to 

construct an 
I-Net. 

Initial:  3 analog 
channels. 

Thereafter: 
up to 4 analog 

channels. 

After digital 
transition, up to 8 

digital PEG Access 
channels. 

“Telecom./ 
Technology 

Grants” 
(for PEG Access 
and I-Net equip-
ment and directly 
related services): 

Initial: $1.4 million 

After 12 months:  
$1.35 million 

After 24 months:  
$1.35 million 

Ongoing:  35¢ 
per sub per mo. 

 
 
 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 
 
 
 

----------------- 
 

City 
 

Partially included in 
funding for equipment 

and facilities. 
 

Free PEG Access 
listings in electronic 

program guide. 
 

Free annual billstuffer. 
 

Up to $10,000/access 
channel if re-located. 
---------------------------- 

$426,000 in 2003 
(determined each 

year by City Council) 
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Cable Company 

No. of Subscribers 

Year 
Renewed 
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Healdsburg, CA 

AT&T 
(now Comcast) 

3,500 subscribers 

2002 

750+ MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. 

Internet capability. 

Interconnection with 
other systems in City. 

Interconnection of 
City’s I-Net with the 
City of Santa Rosa’s 
I-Net within one year. 

City to fund, 
build, own 

and operate 
its I-Net. 

Initial:  1 analog 

After one year: 
3 analog 

Thereafter: 
up to 5 analog 

After digital 
transition, up to 20 
digital PEG Access 

channels. 

Initial:  $150,000 

After 12 months:  
$100,000 

Ongoing:  65¢ 
per sub per mo. 

 
 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 
 
 

----------------- 
 

City 
 

----------------- 
School 
District  

Included in funding for 
equipment/facilities. 

Free program listings 
in print and electronic 

program guides. 

Free annual billstuffer. 

$2,000/access 
channel if re-located. 
---------------------------- 
Will allocate portion of 
franchise fees ($$$ to 

be determined). 
---------------------------- 
Built new media center 
for PEG Access use. 

Brunswick & 
Brunswick Hills 
Township, OH 

Adelphia 

10,000 subscribers 

2001 860 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. Yes 

Initial:  3 analog 

After rebuild: 
4 analog 

Thereafter: 
up to 5 analog 

After digital 
transition, up to 20 
digital PEG Access 

channels. 

Channel locations 
may not be 

changed without 
City consent, 

unless required by 
federal law. 

Year 1:  $400,000 

Year 4:  $100,000 

PEG Access 
facility renovated 

and provided 
rent-free for life of 

franchise. 

 
 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 
 

----------------- 
 
 
 

City 

 
$800,000 litigation 

settlement fee paid to 
the City, which will 
use these funds to 

support PEG Access 
and the City’s cable 

administration. 
 

---------------------------- 
 

100% of franchise 
fees will be used to 

support PEG Access 
and the City’s cable 

administration. 
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Gilroy/Hollister/ 
San Juan Bautista, CA 

Charter 

15,000 subscribers 

2000 

Within 24 months: 
750 MHz fiber/coax 

rebuild. 

Interconnection with 
adjacent systems. 

Yes 

Initial:  1 

After rebuild:  
minimum of 4 

Thereafter, up to 
7 analog 

Initial:  $700,000 

Ongoing:  
$209,782 or 3% 

of gross revenues 
per year, 

whichever is less. 

 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 

----------------- 
 
 
 
 

Cities 

Included in funding for 
PEG Access 

equipment/facilities. 
Free program listings 
in print and electronic 

program guides;  
free annual billstuffer. 
---------------------------- 

Gilroy:  20% of 
franchise fees 

 
Hollister:  $18,800/yr. 
+ 50% of additional 

franchise fee 
revenues (compared 

to FF revenues 
received in 2000). 

Ventura, CA 

Adelphia, Avenue 

27,000 subscribers 

1999 

750 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. 

By Jan. 1, 2002: 
Internet service 

available. 

Interconnection with 
adjacent systems 

within the City. 

Yes 

Initial:  1 

After 2 Years: 
3 analog 

Thereafter: 
up to 10  

(maximum of 5 
analog) 

Channel locations 
may not be 

changed without 
City consent, 

unless required by 
federal law. 

Initial:  $500,000 

Year 2:  $400,000 

Year 3:  $140,000 

Ongoing: 
Adelphia:  $1.04 
per sub per mo. 
Avenue:  $1.20 
per sub per mo. 

 
 
 

Cable 
Company 

 
 
 

----------------- 
 
 

City 

 
 
 

Included in funding for 
PEG Access 

equipment/facilities. 
 
 

---------------------------- 
 
 

Minimum of 20% of 
franchise fees. 
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Monterey, CA 

TCI  
(now Comcast) 

11,500 subscribers 

1998 

Initial: digital upgrade 
(to add 36 video and 
10 audio channels). 

Within 2 Years: 
(a) fiber/coax rebuild, 
(b) Internet service 
     available. 

Interconnection with 
adjacent systems. 

Yes 

Initial:  1 

After 1 Year:  2 

After 2 Years:  4 

Thereafter, up to: 
(a) 6 analog, or  
(b) 24 digital plus 
     12 MHz, or  

(c) 6 HDTV. 

Initial:  $800,000 

Ongoing:  35¢ per 
sub per month. 

 
 
 
 

 
Cable 

Company 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------- 
City 

 

70¢ per sub per month 
(City may increase 

this amount.). 

30 free promotional 
spot insertions per 

month; free video and 
print program listings; 
free annual billstuffer. 

$2,000/access 
channel if re-located. 
---------------------------- 

32% of  
franchise fees. 

Montgomery Co., MD 

Prime Cable 
(now Comcast) 

200,000 subscribers 

1998 750 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. Yes 

13 analog  

Up to 10% of digital 
spectrum. 

Year 1:  
$2,000,000 

Year 2: 
$1,200,000 
Thereafter:  

$200,000 per 
year, adjusted 

for CPI. 

Cable 
Company 

$1,500,000 per year, 
adjusted for CPI. 
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Tucson, AZ 

TCI (now Cox) 

100,000 subscribers 

1997 
550 MHz fiber/coax 

rebuild. 

Internet capability. 
Yes 

Initial:  7 (until 
upgrade is 

completed). 
Thereafter:  up to  

9 analog or  
20 digital, plus data 

capacity. 

40¢ per sub per 
month. Cable 

Company  

2% of gross revenues 
for support of PEG 
Access and I-Net. 

75 free promotional 
spot insertions per 

month; free video and 
print program listings. 

Up to $5,000/access 
channel if re-located. 

Mountain View, CA 

InterMedia  
(now Comcast) 

16,000 subscribers 

1996 750 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. Yes 

4-6 analog 
Up to 12 analog 

and digital. 

$2.6 million over 
10 years 

(includes funds 
for I-Net equip-
ment and PEG 

Access services). 

Cable 
Company 

 
----------------- 

City 

Included in funding for 
PEG Access 

equipment/facilities. 
---------------------------- 
70% of franchise fees.

Cincinnati, OH 

Time-Warner 

60,000 subscribers 

1996 750 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. Yes  9 channels (Included in 

support for Public 
Access services.) 

Cable 
Company  

----------------- 
 

City 
 
 

96¢ per sub per month 
(for Public Access). 

---------------------------- 
Annual allocation for 
Government Access 

made during City 
budget process. 

Santa Rosa, CA 

Cable One 
(now Comcast) 

50,000 subscribers 

1995 

550 MHz fiber/coax 
rebuild. 

Within 30 months: 
Internet service 

available. 
Interconnection with 
adjacent systems. 

Yes 

Initial:  2 

After 2 Years:  4 

Thereafter: 
up to 7. 

Initial:  
$1,200,000 

Replacement: 
$1,300,000 

Cable 
Company 

 
----------------- 

 
City 

 

 
$150,000/year 

 
---------------------------- 

$350,000/year 
(37% of franchise 

fees). 
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