Exhibit sees link between debt, AIDS in Africa

Among the doors in the Red Hot Embers exhibit is this one completed by local residents
Hamadi Calhoun, Monique Norris and William Lamon, who wanted to focus on the rise in
AIDS cases in Northeast Ohio.
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DOWNTOWN AKRON — Organizers of the Red Hot Embers art exhibit hope eight doors can
open people’s minds.

The exhibit, on display Sept. 3-10 at the Akron Summit County Library’s Main Branch, is
sponsored by the Africa Initiative Program of the Northeast Ohio American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC). It features seven doors completed by women artists from Africa and one
door completed by three local youths working with the Africa Initiative Program.

The point of the exhibit and the accompanying literature is to rally young people to action
regarding the issues of African debt and its impact on the HIV/AIDS pandemic on that continent,
according to Debra Calhoun, program director for the Africa Initiative Program.



“The more African countries pay in money in loans and interest to IMF (International Monetary
Fund) and World Bank, the less they have to pay on infrastructure and rebuilding their own
countries,” said Calhoun, a West Akron resident.

Existing programs that aim to provide help to the continent sometimes fail because of the lack of
facilities or governmental entities to carry out the projects.

“When you don’t have infrastructure in place, you can’t take advantage of any largess, whether it
comes from the United Nations, Bono or whoever,” Calhoun said.

The Red Hot Embers exhibit, which takes its name from a poem by Jorge Rebelo, began in the
AFSC’s Chicago office. The Akron showing is the first time the display has been in Ohio,
Calhoun said.

“It started with women and students from Africa who wanted to cross connect the problem of
high debt payments with AIDS and HIV,” Calhoun said.

The organization believes that art is one way to inspire people to act.

“We know that artists are the sounding board for what is going on in society,” Calhoun said.
“Something visual sparks the brain.”

The organization put out a call for local students to join the effort, and Hamadi Calhoun, Monique
Norris and William Lamon, all of Akron, volunteered. The three worked with Calhoun to create a
statement on their door about the AIDS problem closer to home, in Northeast Ohio.

“When we were working on the door, the kids didn’t know that an African-American woman has
a 14 times greater chance of having AIDS than a white woman, or that the easiest way of
transmission is through heterosexual sex,” Calhoun said.

She said she hopes the exhibit will inspire people to become more educated about AIDS at home
and abroad.

“The whole point of this is to introduce a discussion about how can we get a jump on this,”
Calhoun said.

As part of the exhibit, a public reception will take place at the library, 60 S. High St., Sept. 7 at
6:15 p.m. The local artists involved in the effort will be on hand to discuss their contribution.
Calhoun also hopes to have representatives of local AIDS advocacy groups in attendance.

She added that people who see the exhibit and want to help make a difference should go to the
AFSC Web site, www.afsc.net, to get involved in some of the organization’s efforts. AFSC is a
Quaker social action organization seeking nonviolent solutions to problems through promoting
understanding and peace.

Calhoun said she hopes a dialogue on AIDS, Africa and debt will be begun as a result of the
exhibit.

“It’s just an art exhibit ... but I know people need to talk about it,” she said.



The exhibit is open during the library’s regular hours, Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.

For more information, call the AFSC Northeast Ohio Office at (330) 253-7151.

From left, Hamadi Calhoun, Monique Norris and William Lamon are shown as they work
on their contribution to the Red Hot Embers exhibit.
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